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https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2020/05/02/coronavirus-vaccine/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/technology/bill-gates-virus-conspiracy-theories.html

hope fuels rumours (Continued...)

Bill Gates has committed US$300 million so far to address coronavirus, and has
pledged money towards the construction of factories for seven separate vaccine
trials (since most vaccine trials fail). However, there is no evidence that he is directly
involved in developing a vaccine.

The most common rumours about Gates in Vietnamese claimed that Gates created
coronavirus for his own benefit (this rumour was also seen in our Indonesian data). A
rumour in Vietnamese posted by a Facebook page that posts about the Communist
Party and has approximately 80,000 followers claimed that Gates was collaborating
with China to create the virus and to destroy humanity. Another questioned whether
Gates intended to use coronavirus to expand control over the global health system.

We also documented speculation about the ingredients needed for a successful
and effective vaccine. A post in Vietnamese on Facebook, for example, questioned
whether honey would be included in the coronavirus vaccine. We have
documented frequent rumours about the effectiveness of household foods and
drinks like honey, garlic, and lemon in preventing or curing coronavirus. While they

‘Q\ “\f: oY 1o may boost overall health, The World Health Organisation says there is no
\» ‘Nb FQ‘ N?‘ evidence that they are effective against coronavirus or that they would be an
Vaccine rumours over time effective component of a vaccine. While we did find old research about a vaccine

which contained honey, it was designed for use on animals, rather than humans.

Rumours in Tagalog about vaccines were primarily reactions to the Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s promised cash reward to any citizen
who develops a vaccine against coronavirus. Numerous people posted on social media claiming that they should be paid this reward since a ‘cure
was already known' - including Vicks VapoRub, lemon and ginger, and illegal drugs like methamphetamine. The Fabunan Antiviral Injection
was another claimed cure that was frequently posted about on social media, although the drug has not been approved by the Philippine Food and
Drug Administration and its effectiveness is unproven.
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We plotted the sentiment behind rumours
about vaccines over time. Sentiment refers to
the feeling’ behind the post. A positive sentiment
might include a ‘happy’ or ‘joyful' post, whereas
posts with a negative sentiment may indicate, for
example, sadness, hate, violence, discrimination
etc. We found that while most rumours held
generally favourable perspectives about vaccines,
negative posts increased in May.

Qo HONWwW e Y N @

Example:

“When did he (Bill Gates) start to develop a vaccine? Vaccine development requires a
long time. If Bill Gates has the vaccine for corona, when did he obtain the virus seed? Sentiment in rumours about vaccines
Was it before the pandemic started? In 2015, he announced that there will be a
pandemic in 2020. From which country does the coronavirus seed that Bill Gates and
his associates use to create a vaccine?

According to experts around the world, coronavirus still continues to mutate until now...
Then, which virus seed that he used for the vaccine? It is still unclear. Bill Gates's vaccine
will be planted with microchips. It is rumoured to be used to monitor people who
received the vaccine.”

- Indonesian, Facebook

Reporting Tip:

Journalists have an important role to play in helping their audience to better understand the vaccine development process. Having a clear understanding of the potential
timeline of the development and distribution of a vaccine combined with practical suggestions of what your audience can do to protect themselves in the meantime, will
help to manage expectations, and work to reduce anxiety in the community.

As with many elements of this crisis, there are many questions that are still unanswered. For example, if and when a vaccine is created, who will get it first? What are the
side effects? How much will it cost? How will it be distributed to hard to reach locations, or areas with few medical professionals? Helping your audience to understand that
the development of the vaccine is just one piece of a very complicated global health puzzle may help them to think twice before sharing news of a ‘'new vaccine’ from
unverified sources.

To help you in reporting on this topic, we have created_this guide which summarises the key scientific developments so far and provides tips on how to explain this
complex issue to your audience.

You also find our guidance on how to report on clinical trials and many other tools and resources for journalists on our website.



https://internewscovid19.org/2020/05/13/guidance-how-to-report-accurately-on-covid-19-vaccines/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/05/13/guidance-how-to-report-accurately-on-covid-19-vaccines/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/03/31/guidance-for-journalists-reporting-on-clinical-trials/
https://internewscovid19.org/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/15/new-social-media-rumour-bulletin/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://patents.google.com/patent/WO1991006321A1/en

einfection rumours over time



https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/14/reporting-guidance-are-patients-immune-after-recovering-from-covid-19/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/29/analyst-extra-using-word-frequencies-to-guide-social-media-rumour-analysis/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/15/new-social-media-rumour-bulletin/
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-52446965
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-52446965
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-china-health-reinfection-explainer/explainer-coronavirus-reappears-in-discharged-patients-raising-questions-in-containment-fight-idUKKCN20M124
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/04/29/analyst-extra-using-word-frequencies-to-guide-social-media-rumour-analysis/

This bulletin is produced with generous support from the H2H Network. The network and its fund are
supported by UK aid from the UK government. This project focuses on equipping journalists and
communicators across Asia with the tools they need, in the languages they prefer, to combat rumours
and misinformation in the COVID-19 crisis.

‘ For more information, contact: covid-19@internews.org
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https://academic.oup.com/nsr/advance-article/doi/10.1093/nsr/nwaa036/5775463
https://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/briefing_20091120/en/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.14.20060160v2
https://search.bvsalud.org/global-literature-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/05/13/guidance-how-to-report-accurately-on-covid-19-vaccines/
https://internewscovid19.org/2020/05/13/guidance-how-to-report-accurately-on-covid-19-vaccines/

